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E.O. 11652: N/A 
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SUBJECT: SAHARA WATCH: MAURITANIAN PRESIDENT SPEAKS OUT 

SUMMARY: FOR FIRST TIME SINCE BEGINNING OF SAHARA DISPUTE, 
MAURITANIAN PRESIDENT HAS LASHED OUT PUBLICLY AT ALGEGIAN 
POLICY. SPEAKING BEFORE EXTRAORDINARY SESSION OF NATIONAL 
COUNCIL OF MAURITANIA'S SINGLE POLITICAL PARTY, OULD DADDAH 
REVIEWED HISTORY OF DISPUTE, EMPHASIZING RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 
WITH ALGERIA. HIS COMMENTS, SOME OF WHICH ARE SURPRISINGLY DEFENSIVE 
IN TONE, CONCLUDED WITH HOPE THAT SAHARAN WAR WOULD END SOON BUT 
ALSO CALLED ON MAURITANIA TO BE PREPARED FOR ANY EVENTUALITY. 
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1 . NATIONAL COUNCIL OF MAURITANIAN PEOPLE’S PARTY MET 
IN EXTRAORDINARY SESSION JANUARY 29. KEY ITEM OF BUSI- 
NESS WAS EXPLANATION OF MAURITANIA'S SAHARAN POLICY BY 
PRESIDENT OULD DADDAH. COMMENTING THAT NATIONAL POLI- 
TICAL BUREAU OF PARTY MUST RENDER ACCOUNT OF ITS 
ACTIVITIES BEFORE MORE BROAD-BASED NATIONAL COUNCIL, 

OULD DADDAH EMPHASIZED THAT COUNCIL MUST NOT BE AN 
ECHO CHAMBER BUT RATHER AN ORGAN OF ACTION AND CONTROL. 
SUMMARY OF PRESIDENT'S LENGTHY SAHARA STATEMEAT WAS 
PUBLISHED IN GOVERNMENT-CONTROLLED PAPER, CHAAB, ON 
JANUARY 30 AND 31. AFTER REVIEWING HISTORY OF TERRI- 
TORIAL PROBLEM, OULD DADDAH MADE FOLLOWING POINTS OF 
MORE TIMELY INTEREST. 

2. AS CONCERNS ALGERIA, MAURITANIA HAS NOTICED SINCE 
BEGINNING OF 1975 A CERTAIN STIFFENING WHICH TRANS- 
LATED ITSELF IN COOLNESS OF RELATIONS BETWEEN TWO 
COUNTRIES. HOWEVER, SERIES OF SUMMMIT-LEVEL CONTACTS 
WITH PRESIDENT BOUMEDIENE AT ALGIERS AND BECHAR AND KING 
HASSAN SUBSEQUENTLY GAVE MAURITANIA OPINION THAT 
MISUNDERSTANDING WITH ALGERIA WAS BEING DISPELLED AND 
TENSION IN REGION WAS BEING RELIEVED. TWO FACTS 

LATER CONVINCED MAURITANIA THAT ALGERIA WAS SEEKING 
PRETEXT TO PROVOKE DETERIORATION IN RELATIONS WITH 
MAURITANIA. DURING OAU COUNCIL OF MINISTERS SESSION PRE- 
CEDING KAMPALA SUMIT, ALGERIAN DELEGATE DELIVERED 
VIOLENT ATTACK AGAINST MAURITANIA; AT SAME TIME 
ALGERIA DECLINED MAURITANIA'S INVITATION 
TO SEND DELEGATION TO FOURTH PARTY CONGRESS. 

BUT, OULD DADDAH DECLARED, THESE 

UNFRIENDLY ACTS DID NOT ALTER MAURITANIA'S WILLINGNESS 
TO MAINTAIN BEST POSSIBLE RELATIONS WITH ALGERIA. 

THEREFORE, OULD DADDAH STATED, WHEN I WAS INVITED BY 
ALGERIAN PRESIDENT TO BECHAR ON NOVEMBER 10, 1975, 

I WENT. 

3. OULD DADDAH SAID HE USED OCCASION OF BECHAR MEETING TO 
REVIEW WITH PRESIDENT BOUMEDIENE MAURITANIA'S POLICY 

ON SAHARA. OULD DADDAH POINTED OUT THAT AT LEAST 
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TWO LEGIONS OF SO-CALLED SAHARAN LIBERATION 
MOVEMENT (POLISARIO) ARE MAURITANIANS. AMONG MEMBERS 
OF THIS ORGANIZATION ARE MANY SOUTHERN ALGERIANS SOME SOUTHERN 
MOROCCIANS AND EVEN SOME MAURITANIANS. HE EX- 
PLAINED THAT TO REFER TO IT AS "SAHARAN LIBERATION MOVE- 
MENT" IS TO TWIST REALITY. HE CLAIMED THAT MAURITANIA 
ASSISTED THIS MOVEMENT DURING PERIOD WHEN IT WAS ORGA- 
NIZATION OF TRUE SAHARANS TRYING TO LIBERATE THEMSELVES 
FROM COLONIAL CONTROL AND BEFORE IT DEVELOPED INTO BAND OF 
MERCENARIES. IF LATTER TRANSFORMED ITSELF INTO MOVE- 
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MENT WHICH WORKS AGAINS SAHARAN INTERESTS. OULD DADD AH 
SAID HE ALSO DISCUSSED "PROBLEM OF SELF-DETERMINATION" 

WITH BOUDEDIENE. OULD DADDAH UNDERLINED THAT 
MAURITANIA ALWAYS SUPPORTED THIS PRINCIPLE BUT "WE CONSIDER 
THAT IT MUST CONCERN ONLY THE SAHARANS". AT THE 
TIME, MAURITANIA KNOWS HOW DIFFICULT IT IS TO 
ORGAINIZE REFERENDUM LIMITED ONLY TO SAHARANS. CON 
CEPT OF A SAHARAN IS NOT AN ABSTRACTION FOR MAURI- 
TANIANS BECAUSE "WE ARE ALL SAHARANS AND WE CAN DIS- 
TINGUISH BETWEEN TRUE SAHARANS AND THOSE WHO ARE NOT". 
MOVEMENT OF PEOPLE INTO SAHARA TODAY, WHICH HAS BEEN 
PROVIDED BY OUTSIDERS, MAKES IT IMPOSSIBLE TO ORGANIZE 
TRUE AND VALID REFERENDUM PERMITTING REAL SAHARANS TO 
EXPRESS THEMSELVES. BECHAR MEETING MARKED RADICAL 
CHANGE IN POSITION OF ALGERIA, WHOSE PROPAGANDA 
ORGANS WEREIMMEDIATELY UNLEASHED AGAINST MAURITANIA 
WHILE BANDS ARMED BY ALGERIANS SET UPON OUR NATIONAL 
TERRITORY. 

4. FACED WITH THIS SITUATION, MAURITANIA HAS NO OPTION 
BUT TO PREPARE FOR "REUNIFICATION OF ITS COUNTRY". IT 
WAS QUESTION NOT ONLY OF DEFENDING TERRITORIAL INTE- 
GRITY BUT OF UPHOLDING MAURITANIA DIGNITY. OULD DADDAH 
ARGUED THAT "OUR POSITION HAS ALWAYS BEEN A SEARCH 
FOR PEACFUL SOLUTION TO PROBLEM AND WE HAVE 

ALWAYS THOUGHT PROBLEM CAN BE SETTLED WITHOUT SPILLING 
BLOOD '.HE ADDED THAT THIS WAR WAS IMPOSED ON MAURI- 
TANIA, WHICH DID EVERYTHING POSSIBLE TO AVOID IT. IN 
SPITE OF ARMED OPPOSITION BANDS, MAURITANIA DID NOT 
WANT TO SPILL ONE DROP OF BLOOD PRIOR TO BEING ATTACKED 
SIMULATENOUSLY AT SEVERAL DIFFERENT POINTS WITHIN ITS 
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TERRITORY. NOW THAT THIS HAS HAPPENED, MAURITANIA MUST 
DEFEND IT SELF. 

5. DISCUSSING RECENT SITUATION, OULD DADDAH, SAID "WE 
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HAVE ALMOST COMPLETELY LIBERATED OUR SAHARAN TERRITORY. 
ALL IMPORTANT LOCATIONS ARE TODAY UNDER CONTROL OF THE 
NATIONAL ADMINISTRATION". HE NOTED THAT 650 KILOMETER- 
LONG IRON ORE RAILROAD WHICH RUNS ALONG SAHARAN BORDER 
HAS NEVER BEEN SEVERED. EXCEPT FOR MILITARY OUTPOST OF 
'AIN BEN TILL WHICH WAS EVACUATED BUT WILL BE RETAKEN 
AT APPROPRIATE TIME, NO POSITION WITHIN MAURITANIA HAS 
BEEN LOST TO ADVERSARY. ADMITTING SOME LOSS OF MAURI- 
TANIAN SOLDIERS AND CIVILIANS, OULD DADDAH EMPHASIZED THAT 
"WE KILLED AND TOOK PRISONER HUNDREDS OF MEMBERS OF BANDS 
WHICH ATTACK US". MAURITANIAN PRESIDENT CONCLUDED: "TODAY 
WE HOPE WE ARE NEAR THE END OF THIS WAR WHICH WAS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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IMPOSED UPON US, BUT WE MUST BE PREPARED FOR ALL EVEN- 
TUALITIES". 

6. COMMENT: THIS IS FIRST OCCASION GIRM HAS PUBLICLY 
CRITICIZED ALGERIA BY NAME SINCE BEGINNING OF SAHARA 
DISPUTE. REMARKS BY OULD DADDAH CONCERNING RELATIONS 
WITH ALGERIA ARE SURPRISINGLY FRANK AND WILL ALMOST CER- 
TAINLY HASTEN DOWNWARD SPIRAL OF RELATIONS BETWEEN TWO 
COUNTRIES. RATIONALIZATION OF MAURITANIA'S SAHARAN POL- 
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ICY BEFORE EXTRAORDINARY SESSION OF NATIONAL 
COUNCIL IS SURPRISINGLY DEFENSIVE IN TONE. WE SUS- 
PECT OULD DADDAH MADE PRESENTATION. AND SUBSEQUENTLY 
PUBLICIZED IT. IN ORDER TO COUNTER DOUBTERS, AND 
POSSIBLY CRITICS, WITHIN HIS GOVERNMENT. WE KNOW 
THERE IS SOME OPPOSITION TO GIRM'S SAHARAN POLICY. 

SHOULD GUERRILLA WAR CONTINUE FOR LONG PERIOD OF 
TIME, NUMBER OF CRITICS IS LIKELY TO INCREASE.HANDYSIDE 
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